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In March, winter is holding back and spring is 

pulling forward. And something holds and 

something pulls inside of us too. There is always a 

tension between good and evil. We have a devil on 

one shoulder and an angel on the other one, and 

both are whispering in our ears. What do we do?  

 

That is what exactly the season of Lent is for. Lent 

is a season of reflection and preparation before 

the celebration of Easter, and fasting is one of the 

Lenten practices we observe. The goal is to empty 

ourselves from sin, make room for God, and invite 

God’s presence to dwell in us.  

 

We have seen people refrain from sweets, soda, 

social media, or a favorite TV show. But what’s the 

purpose of giving up episodes of the Simpsons 

when you simply turn the television to another 

channel?  

 

If the purpose of fasting is to get us closer to God, 

instead of us choosing one of our favorite items to 

fast, why not ask God what He wants us to abstain 

from? It would be more developing a bit healthier 

eating habits. I believe His list includes: pride, 

envy, greed, adultery, hatred, laziness, anger, 

blasphemy, and so forth.  

 

As the Lenten season is approaching near, this is 

what I want all of us to start doing: name your 

sins, iniquities, and transgressions and be ready to 

fast them for Lent. What is your sin that you can’t 

let go of? What is it that you love so dearly more 

than God that you can’t imagine your life without 

it? Maybe, that is what God wants you to fast.  

 

There will be struggles and temptations in your 

journey of sanctifying your body, mind, and soul. 

But here is the good news. You are not alone. We 

are on this journey together to help each other 

and to keep each other accountable. And most 

importantly, God is with us.   

 

We ask that you will join us for our Ash 

Wednesday Service on March 6 at 7:00pm to 

embark on our journey towards God. May we 

prepare ourselves for the banquet of the risen 

Lord and share the joy of salvation together!   

Don’t ask yourself what you should fast. 

Instead, ask God what He wants you to fast 
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 The United Methodist Church believes in 

prima scriptura, seeing the Bible as the primary 

authority in the church and the Book of Discipline  

as the “grammar” of church life for it constitutes 

the law, doctrine, administration, and 

organizational work of the church.  

 However, the Council of Bishops 

proposed the Commission on a Way Forward to 

do a complete examination and possible revision 

of paragraphs in the Book of Discipline 

concerning human sexuality-including its stance 

on homosexuality, same-gender marriage, and 

the ordination of LGBTQIA persons.  

 The three plans were proposed and voted 

at the 2019 Special Session of the General 

Conference: 1) the One Church Plan that was 

designed to support full inclusion for LGBTQ 

persons in UMC and to keep the denomination 

together by accepting all views; 2) the 

Connectional Conference Plan creates three new 

theological jurisdictions (Traditional Conferece, 

Unity Conference, and Progressive Conference); 

3) the Traditional Plan that maintains the 

denomination’s conventional stance. 

 Leaders and delegates of the UMC 

conferred. The Traditional Plan–retaining the 

church’s bans on ordaining LGBTQ clergy and 

officiating at or hosting same-sex marriage-

passed with a vote of 438 to 384. 

 Many of us are perplexed by the 

outcome, asking ourselves: where is God in this?   

We hold different theological views and stances 

on almost every matter. It is evidently difficult to 

achieve complete harmony especially on this 

longstanding controversial matter. But above all 

now that the decision has made, my question is 

clear: what do we do now as a follower of Christ 

and as a member of my local church?  

 There are three usual responses to 

situations that induce fear, stress, and 

frustration. They are called 3F’s: fight, flight, or 

freeze. None of these is what I want for me and 

Do Not Fight, Flight, or Freeze, but Have Faith 
 

BY PASTOR JACOB 

The Traditional Plan that affirms the church’s current ban on ordaining LGBTQ clergy and officiating same

-sex marriage was voted on. Now, what do I do as a follower of Christ and a member of my home church?  
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for my church. Instead of fighting, flighting, or 

freezing, I want us to have FAITH.  

 We may not understand what we are 

going through at this time. Maybe, we are the 

disciples who are terrified by the storm 

although it was Jesus who told that we are 

going to the other side of the shore; although 

Jesus was on the boat with us.  

 Having faith does not mean be passive 

and do nothing about the outcome. Instead, let 

us come together and stay true to our 

convictions while God is in control. Let us be 

open to change to a greater truth that we will 

help each other to see. How can we see the 

greater truth if we are not open to listen to each 

other and if we abandon one another because 

of our differences? I need you as much as you 

need me and vice versa. Much of our frustration 

came from a lack of providing safe spaces for 

these conversations to occur.  

 As much as I am confident in my faith, I 

am open. More than open. I am willing to be 

aspired and taught by followers of God who 

acquire other sides of the truth that I am not 

seeing at this moment. This is an attitude that I 

want all of us to have because ultimately, our 

lives are for God alone, not for me, not for my 

church-but only for God.  

 If we can maintain mutual respect and 

love despite our differences and know that our 

church is a safe environment for any open, 

honest conversation in search for greater truth, 

please continue to have faith in God and let us 

continue our trialogue-me, you, and God-for 

one day, God will bless our “wrestling” with 

divine revelation.  

 As mentioned above, we as professing 

Christians believe that the Bible has a place of 

ultimacy. We need to make sure that our 

knowledge of the truth has to be compatible 

with the Bible and its teachings.  

 Relativism, a view that truth and falsity, 

right and wrong, standards of reasoning are 

results of differing contexts and individuals, 

does not sound so legitimate to me when it 

comes to our search for truth or a greater truth. 

Everyone can have their opinions based on their 

subjective moral reasoning and claim their own 

versions of truth.  

 We are called to be more than just 

ourselves as we are created in God’s image and 

as we are called to be representatives of God. I 

want my moral sentiment to correspond to 

God’s nature and not vice versa. I don’t want to 

put God into my container and use God to 

justify my view.  

 Because of this, I want to begin a series 

called, Human Sexuality and the Bible, for the 

month of March and do a thorough study of 

what the Bible has to say about it. The study will 

provide a wide spectrum of differing views on 

the matter. We will be logical and coherent as 

we discern God’s will.  

How can we see the greater truth if we are not 

open to listen to each other and if we abandon 

one another because of our differences?  

We will spend about four Wednesday nights to 

talk about Human Sexuality in the Bible. 
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3.2 

Scrapbooking / Craft Session  

3.6 

Ash Wednesday Service  at 7pm  

3.12 

Church Council  

3.26 

Trustees 

3.27 

Transition Dinner  

4.6 

Shred Day  

Happy Birthday! 

1 

Phil Wargo 

5 

Joan Charbonneau 

10 

Ronald Perrin 

11 

Jamie Holuba 

17 

Melissa Perzanowski 

18 

Clifford Satton 

25  

Erin Marston & Lisa Barr 

29 

Jessica Poach 

 The Bible uses three words to offer us a deeply profound 

diagnosis of human nature. They are sin, iniquity, and transgression. 

They can be used interchangeably but they are unique from one 

another. I personally like to read and study the language they were 

originally written because we can have a better understanding of our 

faith. The Bible was communicated in a particular language, in a 

particular culture and historical context. Not knowing the context of 

the text, we can miss a lot of things and often misunderstand the 

sacred text.  

 Okay, the first word is sin. It is translated from a Hebrew 

word, KHATA, and its meaning isn’t religious at all. It simply means to 

miss the mark or miss the goal. For example, a slingshot soldier could 

sling a stone at a hair and not KHATA, that is not missed the mark.  

 We are given a goal when God first created us: to reflect and 

represent God. Everyone is created in God’s image. Therefore, a 

failure to love others is a failure to love God and vice versa. By not 

treating others with the love and respect they deserve, we are 

committing sin against God and against others.  

 Iniquity. AVON means bent or crooked. A road that is not 

straight is AVON. It refers to our bent behaviors that bring about 

broken relationships and crooked consequences. When you bend 

God’s moral standard of good and evil, you are bringing violence and 

destruction. David’s scandal with Bathsheba is an example of one’s 

bent or crooked heart. 

 Transgression is translated from a Hebrew word, PESHA, 

meaning breaking trust with others. For example, If you are away on 

a trip and somebody sneaks into your house and steal something, 

that is robbery. But, if the thief was your neighbor or friend, it is 

PESHA,  because they are someone you should be able to trust.  

 All three words refers to breaking or hurting our relationships 

with one another and also with God. But God came to rescue us and 

gave us the power to break the chain of evil through Jesus Christ. Let 

us observe this Lenten season as we fast from our sins, iniquities, 

and transgressions, and depend on the power of the blood of Christ 

that sets us free.  

Mark Your Calendar 

Sin, Iniquity, and Transgression 
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FEBRUARY FINANCE CHALLNEGE! 

Thank you for your generous contributions 

 For the month of February, we have this wonderful opportunity to double our donations to pay 

towards our 2019 apportionments. Thanks to your generous contributions, we were able to raise close to 

$2,000, which will be doubled to $4,000. We are so grateful for all your prayerful and financial support. It is 

a blessing and privilege to partake in greater ministries that local churches alone can’t afford. By coming 

together, we can respond to tragedies including wildfires in California, flooding and tornadoes in Mississippi, 

Hurricane Michael, and so forth.  

SHRED DAY   Saturday, April 6 from 9am to 12pm 

Protect yourself from identity theft and help save the environment! 

 We will be hosting a Shred Day Fundraiser at the church on Saturday, April 6, 2019 from 9am to 

12pm. What better way to finish tax season than to shred old documents and files? For just $10-15 a box, 

folks can witness their documents being securely shredded via an on-site truck we have invited to the 

church.  
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Ministry Captured 

We had this wonderful opportunity to praise 

God at Choir Festival with churches of other 

denominations. Praise the Lord for the gift of 

music and for every heart that glorifies His 

name! 

Another wonderful, successful year of Souper 

Bowl Sunday. All soups were sold out! Special 

thanks to Phil, Jane, Gilbert, and Kelly for 

delicious soups and marketing plans. 

Scout Sunday 

Our children offered us the body and blood of 

Christ. It was one of the most beautiful 

moments that touched everyone’s heart.  

Thank you Connor, Aubrey, Owen, and Evie! 
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Sunday 

Come join us in worship! We want everyone to feel comfortable worshiping that in their 

own way. Some people dress up, many dress casually; it’s up to you. There will be people 

ready to greet you. We are blessed and happy to have you join us in worship.  

8:30am—Communion Worship  9:30am—Adult Sunday School (Bible Study)  

10:30am—Worship    11:30am—Fellowship and Refreshments  

Wednesday Night Bible Study  

Curious about human sexuality in the Bible? Come and join us on every Wednesday night 

at 7:00pm.  

Tuesday Morning Quilt Group  

We have a group of diligent workers who quilt every Tuesday morning at 9:30am. Great 

things are happening in this ministry: quilting, sharing laughter, and enjoying each other’s 

company! Come and join us for some fun and friendship!  

Book Club 

We meet to have a lively discussion over books of all types-both fiction and non-fiction, 

serious and not too serious, recent and old-suggested by members. Join us for great time of 

discussion and fellowship. Please email or call to church office for more details. 

Transition Diner 

We meet every last Wednesday at 5:30pm at Colony Dinner in Wallingford. If you are 

looking for delicious food or good friendship, you are more than welcome to join us. Call 

the church office before since the schedule may change for various reasons.  

Scrapbook and Craft Session 

We meet every first Saturday of the month from 9:30am to 4:00pm at church. We have a 

plenty of work spaces with lengthy tables. Join us for the time of getting together over a 

range of crafts activities and moreover, some friendship.  


