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Kindly complete and return to the Church  

either by email to fumc.wallingford@gmail.com  

or call the Church Office at 203-269-9100  

(    ) Correction/Addition of address/telephone/email noted below. 

(    ) Will Pastor please contact person indicated. 

(    ) Add or remove birthday. 

(    ) Person below is/has been ill. 

 

Please jot down additional information, family news, suggestions or comments. 

 

Your Name(s)    Tel          Email     
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 We embarked our Lenten journey on Ash 

Wednesday. And just like any other journey, our 

journey has a destination. Where are we heading 

to? We are going towards Easter, and the joy of 

new life awaits us.  

 Although the gift of new life is for 

everyone, not anyone can embrace it. What we 

need to do is to empty ourselves through prayer, 

fasting, and self-examination. We can’t receive 

God’s gift of new life when our hands are full. This 

is why we begun a Lenten sermon series called, 

Giving It Up. We need to give up control, pride, 

good, expectations, etc.  

 I want to share with you a story of hunters 

catching a monkey without any hunting 

equipment. A hunter takes a jar with an opening 

just big enough for the monkey to fit their hand 

through. Then, he ties a rope around the neck of it 

and places some food in the jar. Like fruit, nuts, 

and rice.  

 And all you have to do is wait. Sooner or 

later a monkey will come by and smell the nuts, 

and they’ll want it. They’ll put their hand through 

the hole, grab a fistful of nuts, and then they’ll try 

to pull their hand back out.  

 But they can’t. The hole is small enough to 

put their empty hand through, but not big enough 

for a hand clutching a fistful of nuts. They’re stuck. 

Now, at this point, the monkey should realize, 

“Hey, I’m stuck, drop the nuts.”  But they don’t. 

They want the nuts. They don’t want to surrender 

the nuts. So they pull and pull and pull, refusing to 

drop the nuts, And that’s when the hunter comes 

up behind and snatches them. 

 Likewise, Jesus is telling us to let go of 

whatever we think is good. He is saying to us, “Let 

go. Empty your hand. So that you can have what I 

am about to give to you.” 

 So let us empty ourselves and prepare all 

that we are for the gift of Easter, joy of new life. 

We ask you to join us in our Lenten journey of self-

observation and celebrate with us the joy of new 

life with us at our Good Friday Service on April 19 

at 7:00pm and Easter Sunday Service on April 21 

at 10:30am. Good Friday is one of the Christian 

calendar days where I strongly feel God’s presence 

at church. I urge you to join us for the two 

services.  

Give Up Good to Receive God’s Best 

BY PASTOR JACOB 
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SHRED DAY 

Saturday, April 6 from 9am to 12pm 

Protect yourself from identity theft and help save the environment! 

Advisor 

Back on Course Physical Therapy  

and Golf Fitness 

Barnes House of Flowers 

B.C. Bailey Funeral Home  

Chubbard, LLC  

Daniel Wester Lyon, Architect 

Darrell’s Auto Service  

Dee’s Roofing 

Dogfather Mobile Grooming, LLC 

East Side Pizza Palace 

FUMC May 3rd Tag Sale Team 

Gigante’s Too 

Hair by Loreen 

Joan White 

Keri’s Sweet Creations Pastry Shop 

Main Street Wellness Studio  

Meadow Walk Farm 

Nicole Dinihanian at Terrace Hair Studio 

Perrin Manufacturer, LLC 

Plaza Service Center  

Rob L. Hubbard 

Sue Coale 

First of all, we want to say a special thank you to our sponsors 

who made this event possible. Thank you for your generous 

contribution to support our parish and our ministry.  

 

The tax season is almost over, and we believe that you have 

documents that contain your very personal, important 

information to be shredded.  

 

So there will be an onsite shredding truck at our parking  lot from 

9am to 12pm. Feel free to stop by and shred some papers.  

Special thanks to our sponsors:  

- Protect yourself from identity theft  

- On-site shredding truck 

- Watch as they shred personal papers 

- Help save the environment 

 

Suggested donations: $10 for a medium box and $15 for a large box 
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Palm Sunday (April 14) 

Jesus triumphantly enters into the city of Jerusalem as one true king, 

sitting on a donkey, and people are praising Jesus. But the Gospel 

according to Luke records that he cried. What could be the reason 

for his tears?  

Maundy Thursday (April 18) 

Jesus as one true, humble servant washes the feet of his disciples 

and shares the last supper with them in order to give us the new 

covenant of grace.  

Good Friday (April 19) 

Jesus as one true sacrifice is crucified for the atonement of 

everyone’s sin once for all. Where are all the disciples? How much of 

agony did he bear just to love us all?  

Easter (April 21) 

Jesus as one true Sone of God defeats the power of death and is 

risen to tell us that his resurrection is our resurrection. What does it 

mean to live forever with him?  

Holy Week 

4.2 (Tues) 

SPRC Meeting 

 

4.6 (Sat) 

Shred Day 

 

4.9 (Tues) 

Church Council  

 

4.14 (Sun) 

Palm Sunday 

 

4.19 (Fri) 

Good Friday Service at 7pm 

 

4.21 (Sun) 

Easter Sunday  

Joint Worship Service at 10:30am 

 

4.23 (Tues) 

Trustees 

 

 

More events and details will be 

announced on our Facebook page 

and website. 

Mark Your Calendar 

Time to time, we send out a blast email to our members and friends 

to notify them of any urgent matters such as cancelation of the 

service due to the weather or simply to inform them about  any 

church related events or so on.  

If you wish to be enrolled in the subscription, please send an email to 

fumc.wallingford@gmail.com and we will add you on the list.  

Email Subscription 
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Happy Birthday! 

4 

Jamie Rolan 

 

11 

Vernon Grant 

 

13 

John Baksa 

 

19 

Jim Gardner 

 

21 

Priscilla Perrin 

 

22 

Sherri Willhelm 

 

23 

Valerie Gwara 

 

24 

Richard Miller 

 

25 

Gail Mackiewicz 

 

26 

Emmy Lou Atherholt 

Steve Hubbard 

 

28 

Ashley Holuba 

 We have some exciting news to share with you.  

Magic Night and Dinner  

 First of all, we had a great turn out at the Magic Night and 

Dinner. Thanks to John DeFilippo and Paul Gwara for feeding us well: 

pork chops, bacon beans, veggies, cornbread, more options for 

vegetarian, lasagnas, etc. From donating the food, setting up tables 

and chairs, cooking and serving the food, and cleaning up, they 

spend more than 10 hours on that day. So we appreciate all of your 

service to the church.  

 And the magic show was a lot of fun. Another special thanks 

to the Society of American Magicians, Tom Pete Assembly #127 for 

their entertainment. It was good to see pure joy overflowing from 

both children and adults.  

Movie Night  

 We had another successful movie night. Children came early 

to have some craft time, and adults joined them as the movie started 

around 5:00pm. And thank you to those for providing some pizzas 

and drinks and bringing some snacks and refreshments. We had 

some fun watching one of the 1990’s classic animated films, the 

Prince of Egypt. We hope you join us for the next one.  

Children  

 It was absolutely wonderful to see most of our Sunday School 

children attended on the same Sunday. Their charming presence in 

the church charmed all of us. We hope to help them grow in the love 

and knowledge of God.  

 

 

Amazing Things Are Happening 
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 On one Thursday night, Jesus and his 

disciples gathered to have the last supper 

together. While they began eating, Jesus said, 

“One of you will betray me.” They began to say to 

him, to themselves, and to each other, “Surely, 

you are not talking about me, Lord. Right?”   

 But here is a question. If you are truly 

humble before God and if you are truly honest 

with Him, all of us have betrayed our Lord and 

Savior in one way or the other. However, all of 

them thought they were faithful enough not to 

betray him. Think about what happened in the 

garden. Who bailed on Jesus? Who ran away and 

abandoned Jesus? All of them. There is an irony 

here. All of them in a way was going to betray 

Jesus. “Surely, not I, Lord.”  

 And do you remember which disciple 

struggled with the sin of pride, more so than all 

the others?  "Even if all fall away on account of 

you, I never will.” (Matthew 26:33).  The Apostle 

Peter thought he was so strong, so smart, so full 

of faith in God,  that he would never fall into sin.  

And Jesus told him that he would deny him three 

times. He was so certain that he wouldn’t.  

 One of you will betray me. Who could it 

be? In other words, do you have pride inside of 

you? Pride takes different forms. For some of you, 

the pride inside of you says, “I am a good 

Christian. I never betray Jesus. I’ve never missed 

Sunday. I always pray and read the Bible.”  

 For some others of us, pride looks 

different. "I don’t care about God. I don’t care 

about church. I’m find the way I am.” For some 

others, pride looks like: “Grant me your mercy 

and forgive me of my sins. But bring your 

righteousness onto that person and punish that 

person for his or her wrongdoings.” Someone gets 

into trouble and you say to yourself,  "Thank God, 

I'm glad I'm not like that person. That person is 

bad and needs to be punished. But I'm good. God 

is way happier with me than he is with that 

person."  

 Do we have any Pharisees in this church 

today?  Are you thinking, “Surely, it can’t be me. 

Right?” But I think the right place to start is to 

think “It might be me. And it might be you.” 

 If you resist and say, “What are you talking 

about? I have never missed a Sunday in my life. I 

already have a strong faith", yes, that is exactly 

what we have been sharing now.  

 If you don’t think you have pride, that's a 

sign that you have pride. Pride is when we make 

the “Ten Commandments” into “Ten Suggestions” 

and go our own way. People with the sin of pride 

will never get to see God without repenting it.  

 C. S. Lewis said, “As long as you are proud 

you cannot know God. A proud man is always 

looking down on thing and people:  and, of 

course, as long as you are looking down, you 

cannot see something that is above you.” 

Give Up Pride 

“Surely, not me, Lord.” 

BY PASTOR JACOB 
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Ministry Captured 

These are our wonderful magicians who 

blessed us with their wit and power.  

Aubrey and Connor really enjoyed the show.  

It was exciting to see pure smiles and joy 

overflowing from them.  

It was Lisa Barr’s birthday! And thank you all 

for coming to our magic show and dinner night. 

And thanks a million to John DeFilippo and 

Paul Gwara for donating and cooking the food. 

They spent about 12 hours on that day from 

preparing to cleaning. Thank you again!  
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Sunday 

Come join us in worship! We want everyone to feel comfortable worshiping that in their 

own way. Some people dress up, many dress casually; it’s up to you. There will be people 

ready to greet you. We are blessed and happy to have you join us in worship.  

8:30am—Communion Worship  9:30am—Adult Sunday School (Bible Study)  

10:30am—Worship    11:30am—Fellowship and Refreshments  

Wednesday Night Bible Study  

Curious about human sexuality in the Bible? Come and join us on every Wednesday night 

at 7:00pm.  

Tuesday Morning Quilt Group  

We have a group of diligent workers who quilt every Tuesday morning at 9:30am. Great 

things are happening in this ministry: quilting, sharing laughter, and enjoying each other’s 

company! Come and join us for some fun and friendship!  

Book Club 

We meet to have a lively discussion over books of all types-both fiction and non-fiction, 

serious and not too serious, recent and old-suggested by members. Join us for great time of 

discussion and fellowship. Please email or call to church office for more details. 

Transition Diner 

We meet every last Wednesday at 5:30pm at Colony Dinner in Wallingford. If you are 

looking for delicious food or good friendship, you are more than welcome to join us. Call 

the church office before since the schedule may change for various reasons.  

Scrapbook and Craft Session 

We meet every first Saturday of the month from 9:30am to 4:00pm at church. We have a 

plenty of work spaces with lengthy tables. Join us for the time of getting together over a 

range of crafts activities and moreover, some friendship.  


